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By JOSEPHUS DANIELS---

(Secretary of the Navy in Wilson Cabinet)
flas History 2 Habit of Repeating Itself? After Passage of McKinley -

. Tarlff, Cleveland Was Elected President, and Wilson’s Election Fol-
- lowed Passage of Paync-Aldrich Tariff—Is Fordney-McCumber Tariff
-5 10 Give Us Another Democratic President?.

! OES history always repeat
itself? or is that a fiction
invented by teachers who

use the saying because they lack
knowledge of logic?

One day a gentleman called td

. mee President Wilson. Ha was
cock-sure he was right in the prop-
osition he was malntaining. Mr.
Wilson was not eonvinced. “But”

act, attributing the higher prices
they pald for the necesaities of life
to the McKinley bill

“What happened? In 1880 the
Democrats carried the House by
a blg majority., *‘The women did
it,’ saild Tom Reed, referting to
their complaint over high prices,
Then in 1892 Cleveland was elected
President as a tariff reformer.,”

| % persisted his visitor, “the logic of APPEAL TO TAFT'S DAY.

»

the situation proves my conten-
tion.”
‘““That might be true,” said Mr.
" Wilson, “but for one thing.”
.. “What is that one thing?” in-
..quired the visitor.
. *“It s, replied the then Presi
dent Wilson, “there aln’t no such
thing as logic,” falling laughingly
into the vernacular, as he did now
and then. He spoke In such per-
fect English and his compositions
'were mo elegant, that I find few
" people who belleve he could drop

*““into collogquialisms—something he
- was fond of doing to his intimates.

AND IN ELECTIONS?

“ If history repeats itself in the
. larger things, does it in the world

;. ®of politics?

That is a question that is giving
great concern to the politiclan and
the political prophets these days

“ which precede the ides of Novem-
ber. 1 find that Cordell Hull and
- Benator Walsh and the other Dem-

. ocratic campaign managers here

in Washington are all ranged

firmly in the affirmative of the

.\ proposition, while John T. Adams

and SBenator McCormick have earn-

., - eatly espoused the negative.
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Do you ask why the parties have
taken such hostile positions upon
, & question that concerns logic and

« . history rather than current politi-
" cal questions or campaigns? That

LT

is a natural question. Ordinarily
if you would submit the query:
_ “Resolved, That history repeats
fitself,"”

It would be found to be question
for débate in the high schools
where classes in history would as-

“‘wume the laboring oar for and

against, That would seem to be

* . the natural forum for such a de-
«+bate, and the women's clubs might

also use it as a subject for dis-
cussion. For example, they might
consider whether fashions adopted
by one generation, and then aban-
doned, would not return in all their
glory in the third generation.

WHY AT THIS TIME?

Just why then at this time
shiuld Congressmen and' would-be
Congressmen forget the tariff and
the ship subsidy and the bonus
and finance and, berating the stu-
pidity of the opposition party, dis-
cuss so academic a question as
“Does history repeat itself?"

There's a reason—and a good one
as the politiclans of both parties
will point out, when 107 Republ-
can members of the House and
nearly all the Democrats joined in
defeating the attempt of Mr. Ford-
ney and Mr. McCumber to put an
embargo on dyes and e high tariff
on potash in the Interest of a few

producers of potash, the Demo-
crats in Congreas became very
cocky, and one of them rose up in

. & talk in the cloak room and main-

™~

tained this propositioh somewhat
in this way:

THE DEMOCRATIC FPOSITION.

“It t# an undeniable truth that
history always repeats itself. Other
laws sometimes fall. Even the
Rule i{n Bhelly's case sometime
miscarries. But just as sure as
you cannot escape death or taxes,
just that sure ia it that “History
always repeats itself.”

That proposition was not depjed
"By any Republiecan Congressman.
. It sesmed too axiomatic and aca-
“demio to call for denial or even
_questioning. The proposition seem-

ing to be accepted by both parties,
the defender of the ancient doc-
trine continued:

“Seeing that history always re-
peats itself, T hope to see the Ford-
ney tariff act become a law. Why?
Not because it will hold the people!
No, but because it will dig the po-
fitieal grave of the Republican
party, and make sure that the

"Democrats wil] elect a Democrat In
1924

HERE'S THE ANSWER.

That proposition was not accept-

ol. The Republicans present dis-
puted it and asked by what process
of reasoning he made that confi-
dent prediction.
. "On the theory,” he answered,
*“that history always repeats |tself
=—a doctrine which nobody disputed
when I propounded it a few min.
utes ago.” He went on after this
fashion:

“In 1889 Congress enacted the
McKinley tariff law, Bhortly there-
after, prices of everything sold in
the retall stores went up and there
was much comment and not a little
resentment. Women shoppers for

_the first time made themselves felt,
They rushed Into print with de-
nunciations of the McKinley tariff

That history could not be disput-
ed even if the reasoning could be
questioned. The proponent of
“History Always Repeats Itself"
went on:

“Again in 1908 the Republicans
won and elected Mr. Taft. His

ecessor and spansor, who had
always shied at the tariff, wen:
to Africa. It was safer to hunt
lions than tinker with the tarifr.
The Payne-Aldrich tariff act, after
Dolllver had denounced it, was
signed by Taft. The country was
up In arms against it. When Taft,
In his ill-fated Wi speech, ap-
proved the bill, he wrote his poli-
tical death warrant. That was in
1809. In 1910 the Democrats car-
ried the House by a record-break-
ing majority and In 1913 Wilson,
an ardent tariff reformer, wums
elected President.”

These two precedents will give
big encouragement to Democrats
and all other opponents of the
Fordney-McCumber tariff act. On
the stump and in thp press the
doctrine of ‘“‘History Always Re-
peats Itself' will be the creed of
speakers and writers who do not
quote & score of Republican news.
papers and individual Republicans

against the .bill which Democrals
say will impose an annual tax of
three billion dollars on the people,
culminating with Munsey's declara-
tion, “It is a damn fool tariff.”

If the MecKinley tariff of 1849
gave the ocountry a Democratic
House in 1880 and Cleveland in
1892 and the Payne-Aldrich act of
1809 gave a Democratic Congress
or 1910 and Wilson in 1912, will
not the Fordney-McCumber taritf,
more vigorously denounced by Re-
publican papers than its two pre-
decessors, give a Democratic:
House in November and a Demo-
cratic President in 106247 i

If history always repeats itself,
that will be the result.

Therefore, you understand why
suddenly all the Democratic spell-
binders and writers have been con-
verted to the dootrine, often pre-
sented, that “History Always Re-
peats Itself.” In their case un-
doubtedly the wish is father to
the thought.

WHY REPUBLICANS DIBAGREE.

It is, therefore, equally plain
why the Republican spell-binders
and writers have so suddenlv he-
come oconvinced that there *“alu'r’
no such a thing as logic” and that
the theory that “history glways re.
peats itself”” has no substantial
foundation, and particularly has no
connection with elections or poli-
tical campaigns.

We will have to wait until elec-
tion day to see which debaters won
and to ascertain whether It is
really true that history has con-
tracted a fixed habit of repeating
itself,

EAST SIDE,
All Around the Town

WEST SIDE

By HARRY SHREVE,
O YOU believe in signs! If so, take a look at those in
the windows of some of the small business places
scattered over Washington the next time you are

wandering about town.

They are funny, and they are original.

1
They display a

splendid disregard for grammar and are masterpieces of

composition.

For instance, read the following, which is

painted on the side of a second-hand store on Eighth street

southeast :

The Poor Man's Friend
Second Hand Revolvers

and
Kulved For Sale Cheap.

Looks as If the boss of this
éstablishment expects another
war.

Down near the navy yard there's
an old colored man who does a
thriving express business. Perhaps
the following sign which hangs
above his door has something to do
with his success:

Furniture Moved
. With Care and Planos.

On Seventh street northwest tha
following Invitation is displayed In
the windows of a grocery:

Do You Like Good Things To Eat?
- If Bo,
Se¢ B—— R—, the Fat Grocer.

Down near the Union Btation a
thrifty Chinaman has this sign
painted on his window:

Jim Lee—Laundry.

Over the door leading to ths
rooms over the laundry is another
sign, which reads :

Sam Lee—Whitewashing.

Both are In the cleaning business,
but S8am denies there s any rela-
tionship.

The manager of a small dry
goods store, situated on Beventh
street northwest for ten years, has
caught the bargain sale craze. Last
week he put the following sign in
his window:

By COUNT TOLSTOY---

(Son of the Famous Russian Philosopher)
Friendly Criticism Is Mor¢ Helpfut Than Flattery—We Tell the Truth to
Those We Love—*“Let Us Preserve Individuality and Let Us Educate
Our Youth as Individuals and Not as Soulless Automatons.”

(Copyright, 1933, by Ilya Toistoy.)
WAS once anitﬁf by a Young
man, “Why don't you shave
your whiskera?' I replied

with another ‘question, “Why do
you shave yours? The young
man was amazed. He never
thought that his question was
foolish but he rather believed
mine to ba so. “Why?" he said
“because everybody does it."
“Have you any other reason” I
asked. ‘“No, I don't think so.”

Leaving aslde the question of

whether we shall shave or not
shave, let ua see whether ‘be-
cause everybody does it s a
good reason or not. In other
words, does the standardization of
humanity improve it, or not? In
some instancea the standard fa-
cilitates life, in industry it is es-
sential, but not so in shaping
human beings. Look around you,
ses the great diversity of nature!
Not only every tree, but even
every leaf, every flower, every
blade of grass has its own indi-
vidual shape and color. This is
the beauty of nature. How much
greater should be the bheauty of
mankind, in which every indi-
vidual has his own intellect, his

own heart, his own character, his
own habits, his ego!

Must we kill that ego by aping
each other, and must we kill the
individuality of our children by
turning them out of schools as
Henry Ford turns out his tour-
ing cars, all of the same shape
and color?

Do you know what strikes me
in this country? It is the
monotony and uniformity of life.
It is the stencll. Every year I
have traveled across the country.
You would expect me to say that
I have seen new places, new peo-
pie. No, I will not say that.

Everything I see from the East
to the West and from ‘the Nortu
to the South is absolutely the
same. The same towns and citles,
the same hotels, United Ciga-
Stores, flve-cent stores, drug
stores—and the same people every-
wheres. Nice, educated, good
natured, clean gshaven, well
dressed, but most of them lacking
in individuaMty.

“Everywhere that I go I meet
people who tell me, in & mechan-
leal volce with an artificial amile,
how they enjoyed this or that
book, or my leoturs or some ex-
pression of their pleasure. 1

‘German College Professor

Earns More as Newsboy

By KARL H. VON WIEGAND.

Unlversal Bervice,
BERLIN, Sept. 30.

THER it is preferable to

be a vendor of newspapers on

the streets of Berlin or a professor

in a German ul;iuulty at present

is being personally tested by Prof.
George Strelisker, of this city.
He finds for the newsdealer.

Passershy on the fashionable
Kurfuerstendamm recently, If at
all observing, have noticed some-
thing unusually distinguished in
the accents with which the cry,
“The dollar geoing up!" saluted
their ears, and something unusual
in the bearing of the tall man in
horn-rimmed spectacles who sold
them thelr daily paper.

Prof. Strelisker teclls of ocea-
slonal looks of wondering vecog-
nition from old-time acquaintances,
followsed by the cut direct.

However, there were compensa-
tions. Kindly old ladies, for In-
stance, who would hand out &
marks with a gentle “Perhaps you
hava known better days.”

When he found himself with 257
marks clear profit at the end of the
day thcere was a good dinner to be
hought and something to be put
away. As a professor (his had
been Impossible, While lecturing
a= a professor and writing books
the 2567 marks would net pay for
his writing paper and the stenog-

.

rapher, and his actual pay left a
continual deficit. .

In real, thoraqugh German fa:h.
lon Prof, Strelisker, who ordiparily
givés courses In journalism at the
Berliner Humboldt Hochschule, is
endeavoring to throw light on the
question of what the Intellectual
whose earning powers have been
reduced to a minimum by the d.:-
valuated mark can do to make on
honest Ilving\in humbler but more
remunerative occupations.

He has been working in turn as
a walter, street car conducotor, mu-
siclan in cafes, and just now |is
giving the paper-selling business
his attention. He coneludes that
from the standpoint of Income the
street vbndor’s job is way ahead of
that 6f the professor. Besides, it
has other charms. =

Kleptomania Wins .
Freedom for Thief

WESTFIELD, Mass., Sept. 10,
PLEA of kleptomania, which
causes him to steal automo-
biles without knowing ft, won
Wallace F'. Toole, son of a wealthy
Holyoke paper official, exemption
from a jail sentence for the larceny
of a limousine.

The plea was made by Charles
Brooks, prominent Bpringfield at-
torney, who explained that twice
previously the ex-veteran has taken
cars The young man has a mental
aberration, the attorney claimed.

wonder how it is that the presi-
dent of & women's cldb In Ari-
zona used the samme words and the
same expressions that I hear from
a Presbyterian minister In New
England and I wonder how and
why the people manage to hide
their real personality beMind the
stencil,

“Because everybody does it.”
In every city I meet newspaper
reporters. Somehow they manage
to always ask me the same ques-
tions, as If they were typewritten
to their minds. *“How long have
you been in this country?” “What
do you think of our ecity?" The
answer to the first is easy, not
so with the second. 1 am sup-
posed to say that this particular
town is the most beautiful ecity I
ever saw (because everybody does
say it) but if I do not say so, the
reporter looks amazed and some
times even offended as I we were
discussing himself, not the town.
But still he is a good fellow. In
his report he corrects my lack of
courtesy and will make me say
what everybody in my position is
supposed to say.

Another Impression that strikes
strange eyes in this country is the
fear of and even slayery befors
public opinlon. I came here the
first time from Russia when my
country was still under the rule
of the czar. I came to the Land
of the Free, and what was my
disillusionment when in this
country 1 felt myself more en-
alaved by the fear of public
opinion than T did under Russian
autocracy. Many concessions had
I to make in order to comply with
the public opinion of the peoplc
and many things did Y do and am
I now doing for the® sole reason
that "Everybody must do it.”

My father once met on one of
the main strbets of Moscow a man
who impressed hifm greatly. He
was dressed in such a peculiar
way that It was impossible not to
notice him. It was a combination
of remnants of wealth and poverty,
summer and winter clothes, city
and ocountry style.

“1I met a wonderful individual,”
he told us when he came home.
“A man who does not care what
people think of him.” Somehow,
when he told us this, I felt a kind
of esteem for this man because he
had no fear of public opinlon.

By this I do not mean to advise
my reader to walk on the Fifth
avenue of New York with an
Indian feather head covering and
clad in Turkish trousers and
Eskimo fur boots, no, not exactly
that, but I wish to say that people
are as if afrald to manifest In-
dividuality, afrald m{t to be llke
others.

This makes them dull and often
kills the best side of a psrson and
also of life, Let us preserve in-
dividuality and let us educate our
youth as Individuals, and not as
soulleas automatons,

On October 1, We Will Begin To
Sell Our Stock.

Which causes one to wonder
what he has been selling for the
pll.lll ten years.

A small grocery on H street
northeast has this in his window:
All Kinds Of First Class Good

Things To Eat and Drink
Including .
Grass Seed—Lawn Mowers—Hoes
and Rakes.

'By G. K. CHESTERTON---

(The Famous English Writer and Critic)
“Mister” or “Esquirc”—Where Tommy Gets in Front of Father—Title
of Master in Many Ways a Much Higher Onc Than That of Esquire.
Easier to Make Rows Than Rules, He Points Onf. |

LONDON, Bept. 30,

N incident was reported in
A the papers recently, In
which one gentleman made
a vielent bodlly attack on another
gentleman because he had been ad-
dressed as a Mister instead of an
Esquire, or rather as an Esq.,
which sounds like some queer sort
of animal such as an Eft. Tt is
characteristic of the chaos into
which the whole matter has fallen,
but we practically leave out the
word “squire,” which is the only
important part of the title. It
seems a silly thing to fight about;
but I would not pronounce too
positively without knowing more

of the human nature involved.
On the whole, I deplore the vio-

lence, not so much because it was
violence, as because it was waste.
It seems like throwing away good
cuffs and kicks in a world where
there Is a fav nobler need of them.
With the rich and varled field of-
fered by public life for the selec-
tion of a suitable victim, I canTot
think he should be sought in prk
vate life on so trivial a pretext.
With all the stiff and stately fig-
ures In Tinance and tics simply

crying out to be doubled up, as the .

Game Chicken wanted to double up
Mr. Dombey, it seems very uneco-
nomical to waste energy on cor-
recting a mere clerical error. If
we have among us an individual
full of such fire and enthusiasm,
it would surely. be possible to di-

By LOVAT FRASER---

(Well-Known Authority On International Politics)

Watch the War Clouds—Grave Issues Arising From the Atlantic to the
Himalayas—Says the British Government Does Not Possess the Full
Confidence of the British People, Who Doubt Stand on German Repa-
rations—Believes French Right in Thinking Germany Can Pay.

LONDON, Sept. 30.

HE past week has seemed
T to me a very black one, but

perhaps I have not been in
places where things can be seen
in a cheerful perspective. A
wise and reflective man wrote a
day or two ago: “"London has
not been so depressed since the
dark days of 1918, But Lon-
don is not on holiday, and those
who had to stay In the cities
in August are apt to take a
rather grim view of life’ Pos-
sibly the outlook is different from
Deauville or from lively Margate,
but from my standpoint war
clouds appear to be hanging over
much of the immense area be-
tween the Atlantic and the Hima-
layas. .

They are not new war clouds

rising up suddenly across a blue
sky. They are not like the
clouds of 1914, when men could
still march forth eagerly ‘to the
sound of bugle and drum, and
when war still brought ennobling
moments. They are clouds pour-
ing forth from the embers of
terrible unfinished wars Into a
sky which has never cleared.
They make men and women fear
the ewift appearance, not of
ordered warfare, but of that mud.
dled and chaotie strife which Is
far worse. They pmy mean war
in the streets ratHer than in the
trenches, not im our own land,
but in countries upon whose re-
turn to permanent peace our
own recovery may depend
THE NAME OF WAR.

I mention Ireland first, not
because the organized brigan-
dage and murder in Ireland de-
serve the name of war, bul rather
because what is happening over
there in the South is affecting
the whole world. Wild and un.
balanced and debased people In
many lands are learning from
Ireland how easy it fa for mere
handfuls to hold up and to prey
upon an entire nation in any
weakly-governed country; and
there is no really strong govern-
ment in the world today, not one.

These gags of mad Fenian
hobbledehoys who lpot and rav-
ish and slay and burn are being
watched intently both in East
and West and by all the degen-
erates who would choose the
life of the wolf if they saw the
chance, Ireland is  proving
afresh, in the words of Froude,
that “murder when the spirit of
it has gone abroad becomes a
passion; and man grows more
ferocious than a beast of prey.”
What matters most now is not
the fallure of self-government In
southern Ireland, but the {infec-
tlousness of her example, as
those who have lately been in
the Near and Middle Kast can
testify.

There are war clouds in Mesopo-
tamla, where we are about to try
the absurd experiment of bomb-
ing deserts and swamps from the
air instead of relying on Infantry
garrisons. 8Sir Percy Cox, our
high commissioner at Bagdad,
chose an allen Arab ruler, “King"
Feisal, and at the end of a year
finds himself flouted by his own
nominee and his courtiers. The
system of an elected assembly and
a “eabinet" has falled, because |t
is quite wunsultable for seml-
nomadie peoples, and meanwhile
all the Inhabitants of Mesopo-
tamla unite In repudiating the
British mandate. These tendencles
will assuredly lead to another ris-
ing. We shall never be at the
end of military operationa in
Mesopotamia until we withdraw
from that useless ocountry alto-
geother,

In Asla Minor the Greeks Lad
the Turks are againmt death-grips.

Our own government is entirely
to blame for the Mesopotamia
trouble, and they are primarily re-
sponsible for the disastrous conflict
in Asia Minor, which is polsoning
our relations with Mohammedans
in India and throughout the East.
It is not surprising that we hear of
fresh trouble in India. If our Gov-
ernment had lifted up a little finger
they could have stopped the Greek
invasion of Asia Minor, but they
listened to the blandishments of
Venizelos, the Greek stateaman.

I have not for twelve months be-
lleved, and do not now belleve, in
the possibility of a Bolshevist ad-
vance against the West, or even
against Poland or Rumania. Trot-
sky's legions are a myth, for the
bulk of them have neither troop
trains, boots, munitions, nor an ef.
fectlve commisariat. The Bolshe-
vists would only become dangerous
if they joined hands with the Ger-
mans, & possibility which must not
be ruled out. At present they try
to sap the strength of Western
civilization through thelr secret
agents, of whom there are plenty
in both England and Ireland.

REAL DANGER SPOT.

_ The real danger spot in middle
Europe at thk juncture is the fagg-
ment which we stlll call Austria.
The Austrian republic is on ita
death-bed already, and after ex-
amining the various schemes which
have been propounded for (ts suc-
cor, T do not see how it can possi-
bly survive. Italy has already
Issued a formal warning that she
will not tolerate any attempt on
the part of neighboring Statea to
profit by Austria’s plight. Czecho-
slovakia and Jugoslavia have in-
digmantly retorted that they have
no intention of intervening In Aus-
trin. Their assurances may be ac-
cepted, but someone may have to
intervene In Austria before many
weeks are over.

Bereft of money and almost
destitute of authority, the un-
happy Austrian government can-
not  endure. If the maddened
populace of Vienna is unable to
procure food, It will rise, und all
semblance of civilized control
will disappear. Foreigners, who
can se¢ what is coming, are leav-
ing Vienna in swarms, and t’very
departing train 1s said to be
packed with fugitives. When
Austria becomea chaotic and
famine-ridden her nelghbors will
not long be content to git round
and watch her death throes. . The
moment anyone makes a move the
trouble will begin. Austria may
at any time prove to the reed-
bed of more wars.

A NEW “SICK MAN.”
At this serious momept 1 do

not propose to say very much
about the critical {ssuea which
recently arose between (reat

Britain and France on the qﬁos-
tion of German reparations. In
common with the majority of my
countrymen, I decline to ecredit

the suggestion that the Brlush.

and the French, who ‘fought
shoulder to shoulder for eover four
vears, will ever part company on
any question affecting Germany.
The Germans did thelr utmost
during the war to break up the
entente, and they failed. Shall
we let them triumphantly breed
discord between ourselves and
France now that the war is over?
A quarrel between the two allies,
A separation implying permanent-
ly divergent policies, might be
equivalent to a victory for Ger.
many, and it would have unfortu-
nate effocts upen the future of
Europe.

A temporary settlement has now
been reached; but meanwhile our
people have an uncomfortable feel.
ing that our stutemmen have not

F

acted quite wisely or skillfully in
their discussions with the French
about making Germany pay. If in
this matter our government has

not possessed the full confidence of |
the British nation, they have only

themselves to blame. They are
now rsaping the consequences of
the wicked folly which leads them
to tax us to the bone for mad ad.
ventures in Mesopotamia, to which
every taxpayer objects. We can
see that they have made a terrible
méss of the Greek Invasion of Asia
Minor, and many regard the prime
minister's speech about the Turks
on August 4 as obstinately pro-
vocative. In their zeal for the
Czechoslovaks and the Jugoslavs
they have joined 1In turning

Austria into a new “Sick Man of .

Europe,” with consequences which
may lead to war. Is it surprising
that the bulk of the nation
wonders whether our government,
who have made nearly &very pos-
sible mistake In ferelgn affalrs,
have been taking the right line
about German reparations?

For the French are right.in this,
that Germany can pay, and must
pay. We are being misled about
the consequences to Germany of
the fall of the mark. The people
who have paid for the slump of
the mark are the foreigners who
bought Immense quantities of
paper marks. They have borne
the loss, and Germany has not felt
the decline sc much as excited
onlookers suggest. There are
hardly «any bankrupts in Germany,
and very few unemployed. Until
now the output of German mills
and factorles has beenm enormous.
We may not endorse some of the
measures which French extremists
wished to take against the Ger-
mans, but what our people feel in-
stinctively is that our government
want to let Germany off, while
France Insists that she must not
escape the consequences of her
crimes.

MISLED ABOUT GERMANY.

It will not be suggested here
that the grave crisis which arose
about German reparations implied

another war-cloud, but it

un-
doubtedly deepened the gloom
which resta over Europe. The Old

World has been slipping backwards
ever since the armistice; our
statesmen seem to be fumbling
with mighty issues, and, while our
people make hollday, clvilization
is rocking as it did in 1914. 1 hope
the clouds will pass, but can see
few gleams of sunlight. (From
The World-Wide News BService,
In¢., Boston, Mass.)

Mad At Gas Bill?

Qirl Clerk Soothes
CHICAGO, Sept. 30.
IF you've wondered why a

woman greets you when
you complain to the gas com-
pany that last month’s bill
was too high, here’s the rea-
son:
‘““Women are particularly
valuable to public utilities
companies because they read-
ily disarm complaining cus-
tomers,” said Martin J, In-
sull, vicggpresident of the
Middle West Utilities Com-
pany, at a meeting of its
women' employes.

“They make a better im-
pression than men, create a
better feeling toward monop-
olistic enterprises,

“There’'s no reason for the
belief that God created women
gimply to be stenegraphers
and clerks. They have execu-
tive abllltly and are well fitted
to take high offices in public
utilities corporations.”

vert his ferocity into more fruitfyl
social work. And I should suggest
that it might be diverted, no:
against thome who refuse tn .
dress us as squires, but aguinst
those who refuse 10 treat us us
citizens.

AMUSINGLY ENGLISH,

But there ia something much
more queer in the business. We
might pardon people who insist on
being punctiliously right; but these
people are punctillously wrong.
There is something amusingly Eng-
lish about being very exact about
things that are entirely inexact.
A nobleman of older times might
have been very strict about the
blazonry _of his coat-of-arms; a
knight might have beea very
strict about the terms and titles of
his order of knighthood. But we
are neot In the least strict about
the title of Esquire.

Most of the psople who most se-
verely Insist on it have no right
to itatall. It is a conoession given
by the general good humeor and
good fellowship whigch are the vir-
tues of England. But the unrea-
son which is the vice of England
makes people proceed to treat a
gift as if it were a right, and to he
bad-tempered abbut something that
has its whole origin in good tem-
per.

The old original meaning of an
Esquire has entirely disappeared.
It really represented the rank be.
low knighthood, which was gen-
erally ‘expectant of knighthood.
The Bquire in Chaucer, for In-
stance, Id bound to the service gf
the™ Knight In Chaucer, The
clerk who was attacked L a
somewhat demented manner by
the wsensitive gentleman migh:
very well have retorted by asking
that humble squire from what
might he expected the accolade
when he had won his spurs. 1 do
not think that Chaucer’'s knight
would have given it to him, ex-
cept after an apology to the clerk.

As a matter of fact, the title
of Mister |#s In many ways a
much higher one than that of
Esquire. Mister is, of course,
merely a corruption of the digni-
fied and dominant word Master.
It seema strange that one ef tiu
strongest words {n the world has
bécome one of the weakest wuordr
in the world. Yet this has been
done merely by the changing of a
single vowel. But such changes
make all the difference {a the
magic influence of words; as any
one can see by making the sub-
stitution in the modern use of
this particular word.

If we were reading some sensa-
tional romance, and cama to the
passage about the mortal peril
of Bir Marmaduke: “with one
vigorous movement he mastered
the maddened steed,” the effec:
would certainly be weakened if he
only mistered it. In those new
novels in which a suburban hus-
band models himself on a mythi-
cal character called a Cave-Man,
and |s admired for being master-
ful, it would never do if he were
merely misterful.

Curlously enough, we retain the
stronger word for the weaker
party; we apply it to the little
boy and not to the grown man.
Tommy s a strong and statély
master, while his father remains
a miserable mister.

MISUSE OF TERM.

But it is none the less true that
the word itself, whatever our mis-
use of it, really does stand for
mastery. It stands for something
Infinitely more powerful and Im-
portant than the fine shade of
feudal etiquette which 1s all that
Is represented by esquire. The
word master really belongs to the
great world of the medieval
gullds. A master was a man who
had produced a masterpiece.

Let Mr. Jones and Mr, Smith
ocongratulate themselves on the
thought that they are supposed to
have produced masterpleces. More-
over, the title really implied that
a man was the master of his own
work, of his own tools, of his own
shop, of his own full status iIn
society.

The title of squire 4id not really
indicate the very opposite. The
squire was the servant of the
knight; and the gulldsman was
not the servant of anybody. The
man who {s ashamed of being
oalled “Mr.” {s ashamed of being
a4 master of arta.

The man who Insiste on being
regarded as an esquire I8 really,
by ecomparison, boasting that he
carries another man's eup or plat-
ter and grooms another man's
horse.

Bnobbishness Is & sort of sentl-
mentalism that is not even as
nolid ams oligarchy. BSnobbishneas
is rather aristocracy in solution:
gentility when It dissolves and
drifts about. The plece of snob-
bishnesa here In question Illus-
trates this truth, for In Its very
violenoa thers was A vagueness
Nobody ecan say nowadays what
are the definite tests by which we
can tell a mister from an esquire



